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MISSION STATEMENT 

Inviting Our Community to God’s Open Door 

 
 
      
Friday, April 2 - Ecumenical Good Friday Service @St Judes  1 PM 
Sunday, April 4  - 9 AM Easter Sunday Worship - Fellowship to follow in basement 
Sunday, April 11 - 9 AM Worship Service - Council Meeting to follow 
Sunday, April 18 - 9 AM Worship Service 
Sunday April 25 - 9 AM Worship Service 

 BIRTHDAY’S & ANNIVERSARIES 

BETHEL BIRTHDAY’S  

Amelia Moschkau    April 7 

Mary Traaseth    April 12 

Gabbriella Guthman    April 18 

Ronald Fetting    April 18 

Lauren Allison    April 22 

Marie Davis     April 23 
 

BETHEL ANNIVERSARIES  
 

Scott & Kim Fladten    April 20  

Marvin & Sue Baroun    April 26 
Martin & Tami Allison   April 30   

            
 
 
President: Debbie Poirier  715-237-2126       Office:       Roxie Gravunder   Office   715-237-2228    
V. Pres : Marty Allison  612-281-6760           Home   715-237-2240    
Secretary: Mike Lee  715-827-0296 
Council: Marvin Baroun 715-237-2877       Council: Gretchen Ball             715-237-2721 
Council: Meridee Gassen 715-237-3191       Council: Ronald Fetting         715-967-2081 

CONTACTS: COUNCIL & STAFF 



Please continue to pray for our Military,      

government officials, and those affected by 

natural and man-made disasters. 

BETHEL FINANCES 
 

Total Receipts - February:         $      880.46 

YTD Receipts as of 02/28/21    $   2,605.63 

Total Expenses - February:        $   1,786.19 

YTD Expenses as of 02/28/21  $   3,595.49 

PRAYER CONCERNS: 
 

Lisa Baldry; Steve Christianson; Richard Woodford; Joyce 

Hyde; Tim Rohrer; Sandy Channing  (Roxie’s  sister);    

Wanda (Larry & Cheryl’s daughter-in-law); Jim and Marie 

Davis; and our home bound.   

ATTENTION THRIVENT    

MEMBERS 

 

If you have insurance or investments with Thrivent,  

you are eligible and encouraged to direct your 

Choice Dollars, that are designated to you, to your 

congregation or a charitable Lutheran organization 

of your choice.  Check with: 
 

Thrivent.com/choice dollars  

Or 

call 1-800-847-4836  

                

and say “Thrivent Choice” to see if you have accu-

mulated dollars that can be directed. 
  
Choice Dollars, to individuals, is a program that re-

places the dollars that previously were designated 

to congregations to use in fundraising or service 

projects. 

DAILY DEVOTIONAL 
Material available to you...  

 
Christ in Our Home is a devotional resource that 
encourages readers to live out their faith daily. Each 

reflective reading is accompanied by a daily scrip-
ture reference and prayer for the day.  You are 
welcome to pick up this booklet located in the 
box outside the back church entrance. 

OFFERING ENVELOPES 
 

Please remember to pick 
            up your  

“2021 Offering Envelopes”  
in the back of the church. 

 

BETHEL COFFEE & FELLOWSHIP 

 

Coffee will once again follow 

each Sunday worship service. 
 

 Please plan on joining us for a time of joy              

 and fellowship. 



Bethel Lutheran Church Council Minutes 
March 14, 2021 

 
     Members present:  Debbie Poirier, Gretchen Ball, Marv Baroun, Marty Allison, Ron Fetting, Mike 
Lee 
The February Secretary’s report was reviewed and approved. 

  The February Treasurer’s report was reviewed and approved. 
Old Business 

 The Campus Coordinator position was discussed.  So far, one applicant has come forward to apply for the 
position.  It was decided to check with Roxy on Monday to make sure that there aren’t any other applicants 
that have applied through e-mail and also ask to have the posting removed from the Church website.  
Council to meet briefly next week after service to discuss the next step. 

 Molly and Tiffany are meeting 2pm next Saturday afternoon to check the layout of the church and look at 
the existing projection screen/laptop/speaker system prior to Sunday’s worship.  Debbie has talked with 
Nick at Audio Architechs to look at options. 

 Discussed the soft startup service this Sunday.   
      - Will have coffee available after service.  Gretchen will look into picking up individual servings of  
         juice and snacks. 

    - Safety items are available. 
    - Will need to check on the decorations for the church.  The proper altar color, appropriate seasonal         

banners, possibly flower decorations. 
    - Volunteers to clean the church during the week and just prior to service. 

 Palm Sunday service will also be held. 
 Easter Service: 
      - Communion will possibly be given at Easter.  Need to ask Pastor Aaron about his father’s availability. 
           - Discussed the possible need to RSVP for Easter Service like Central Church is doing.  Decided not          
         to for now as there could be overflow in the church basement if crowding becomes an issue. 
 Briefly discussed our partnership with Central Lutheran and Living Waters Churches.  Living Waters may 

have opportunities for children’s involvement, with traveling to Cameron on Wednesday nights.  Debbie will 
have a better idea on how this will work after the staff meeting in April. 

New Business 
 Discussed updating the bylaws later this year after the Campus Coordinator position has had time to        

develop.  This could be presented to the Congregation at the next annual meeting for approval. 
 Jamboree Days Chicken Dinner was discussed.  Marv will check on the events that are going to be planned 

for Jamboree Days this year before we commit to this. 
 The next meeting was set for April 11th after service. 

March 25, 2021 
 
Dear Members of Bethel, 
 
We have opened our doors!  On Sunday, March 21st, we launched our soft reopening of in-person worship services 
in partnership with Central Lutheran of Chippewa Falls and Living Waters of Cameron.  It was certainly not the tra-
ditional worship service we have been accustomed to; however, the new format brought some much needed ener-
gy into the building.  We will continue in-person worship services going forward emphasizing wearing masks as 
well as social distancing at each service.  Worship services will be offered at 9:00 am on Easter Sunday.  I am truly 
grateful to the staff at both Central Lutheran and Living Waters. 
 
I have accepted the position of Campus Coordinator for Bethel.  In this key role I will: 

 Collaboratively plan and lead worship services in conjunction with ministry staff with our partner churches 
 Collaboratively plan and lead opportunities for additional children and adult ministries 
 Reach regularly to homebound members 
 Prepare regular letters/communication to congregation 
 Attend monthly Bethel council meetings 
 Participate in staff meetings with partner churches 
 

If you have an emergency, prayer request(s), questions, or concerns, please do not hesitate to reach out.  I will 
have office hours after service on Sundays as well as Thursday evenings.  I am also available by phone and email. 
 
Blessings, 
 

Debbie Poirier, Campus Coordinator 
Bethel Lutheran Church        
dpoirier@citizens-tel.net                                                                                                                                                 
715-210-0579 

mailto:dpoirier@citizens-tel.net


 Crosses We Don’t Choose 
Then Jesus told them, “… take up their cross and follow me.” Matthew 16:24b 

 
Dear Members and Friends of the Northwest Synod of Wisconsin,  
 
My friend Julie’s mom had dementia. Julie picked up that cross and carried it as her beloved mother faded 
away. Paul was in second grade when he was diagnosed with diabetes. It was a cross he would carry for the 
rest of his life. Erica’s drug addiction was a cross she and her family carried for years until she found sobriety. 
They were all crosses they didn’t choose. 
 
Jesus carried his cross on the road to his crucifixion. Along the way he falls, and a man named Simon of Cyre-
ne is forced to pick up Jesus’ cross and carry it the rest of the way to Calvary. Simon was most likely a reluc-
tant cross bearer. Most of us are reluctant cross bearers. We don’t choose the pain or suffering we’ve been 
dealt, and yet we carry the load.  We don’t choose to carry another person’s cross when they are too weak to 
carry it themselves, but we are at times compelled by love to do so.  
 
This month marks the one year anniversary of the pandemic. It is a cross that we’ve all carried to one degree or 
another. For some it has been an inconvenience and for others a heavy burden of suffering and profound grief. 
Theologically there is no way to put a positive spin on the coronavirus of 2020. It has been a cross we didn’t 
choose. The strain of carrying this cross is evident in our country and congregations. We are all weary of it.  
 
On Palm/Passion Sunday and Good Friday we are drawn into the story of Jesus’ arrest, trial, and death. We 
walk alongside him in the crowd as he carries his cross, our cross, compelled by love.  We walk with a suffer-
ing Jesus straining under the weight of this cross, stumbling, falling, getting back up and finally letting go, let-
ting another carry it. Jesus knew pain in his human body, and so Jesus knows our every weakness. Jesus him-
self was beaten, knew suffering and was unable to carry the weight of his cross. He falls to the ground under 
the weight of his love for us. 
 
As a church, we invite others to walk in the way of Jesus knowing that they are carrying crosses they didn’t 
choose for themselves. We invite others to walk in the way of Jesus because as a community of faith we shoul-
der the burden and carry it all together. We help another carry their cross out of love. We are Simon of Cyrene.  
Maybe that is what this past year has taught us; that we need each other; we aren’t alone. We’ve been isolated, 
quarantined, but not alone. We can’t take our congregations for granted. We need our faith communities and 
the relationships with other believers because we can’t carry our own crosses. We follow the way of Jesus to-
gether bearing our neighbor’s crosses out of love.    
 
It is in the cross that Jesus carried and on which he was crucified that we can know the love of God and salva-
tion. This is Luther’s Theology of the Cross. It is in the crosses that we as a community of faith carry together 
as we follow in the way of Jesus that we too see and know the love of God.  
 
Dear friends of the Northwest Synod of Wisconsin, I am grateful for you, that during the pandemic, we were 
able to walk in the way of Jesus together. May you each know the joy of Easter!  Christ is Risen. He is risen 
indeed.   
 
Bishop Laurie Skow-Anderson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

¹ Inspired by an article titled Crosses we don’t choose in March 10, 2021 Christian Century by Debie Thomas 
 

² Simon of Cyrene Matthew 27:32 


